
Principal’s Update

Parent Teacher Conferences (PTCs)
Parent Teacher conferences are a massively important part of any student’s life. These
are the times when parents and teachers get on the same page about the strengths
and achievements of their children; and also any gaps which may have appeared in
their knowledge and understanding. 

As is typical of my year so far, we are running behind my own desired schedule for
PTCs for 2026. It is sensible and logical to hold PTCs in Term 3, Week 3, to allow time
to plug those gaps in the remainder of the year but also to allow children to build on
all of the successes of Semester One. There has been way too much going on in Term 3
for me to do the planning necessary for PTCs this term so we will have our PTCs in
Weeks 2 - 4 of Term 4 this year and switch back to Term 3 for next year, if I am
employed at DSS at that time. That said, parents are welcome to come and have an
unofficial yarn at any time after school about your child’s progress. I like to think that I
am an approachable leader and certainly try to hold an open door policy. 

The way I prefer to run PTCs is, for students in Years 2-6, I encourage parents to ensure
that your students attend these short conferences with us to hear adults give them
praise for their successes but also point out clear, focused and targeted goals for
improvement. I also like to summarise our discussions for students in clear langauge
that they understand which demonstrates to the child that teacher, parents and
student (and other caregivers in the student’s life) work together as a team to
facilitate optimal success for learning. PTCs are a very important part of us setting
goals together to improve for Term 4. Students in Years 4 and 6 will be setting goals
with me in Week 10 of this term. The goals will be set based on a comprehensive
dataset from this year so far.

School Opinion Surveys
In July, every year, every Queensland State School undertakes and completes the
School Opinion Survey. The data which is collected from these surveys is vital for
educators at a system and school level, to improve learning outcomes for students.
Parents and carers are emailed directly from the DOE HQ in Brisbane and last week, I
emailed each and every parent individually.
 

Thanks to those parents (6 out of 9 emailed) who have already completed the survey.
Could those families who have not yet completed the survey please check your inboxes
for the email from me, sent last Friday, with the subject line School Opinion Surveys;
and then complete them. They take approximately 6 minutes. The survey window closes
at 4pm on Friday August 28 , which is why this newsletter has been published two
days ahead of schedule.
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Time out of school this term
Term 3 has seen me out of school for a very considerable number of days for a school
our size. There have been 7 different reasons why I have not been at school  on a
particular day this term; and I am conscious that our small band of supply teachers
know us very well.  Thses include Eisteddfod, sports days, Under 8s day, six days of
professional development, a very important collegial planning day, a Principals’
Business Meeting; and some sick leave. Much of our time out has been focused on our
unwavering goal for the year; to significantly improve reading for every student. As a
team, Mr Horner, Mrs Monahan and I are growing together as a team in our pursuit of
knowledge and understanding which enhances learning.

Have a fantastic week! Should you have any questions or concerns about any of the points
herein, or just want to yarn about your chilcl, please  come and see me. Yours in learning!

Darran Stutz-Grimmond
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 Growing and Learning Together

3 Main Street, Dallarnil via Biggenden Q 4621
Phone: (07) 4127 7133     Mobile: 0422 312 480

Email: principal@dallarniss.eq.edu.au
Principal: Mr Darran Stutz-Grimmond

Learning focus 2026: Significantly improving reading outcomes for every student 
School values: We are safe – We are respectful – We are learners 

“Believe in yourself and all that you are. Know that there is something inside of you that is
greater than any obstacle.” Christian D Larson

Due to the
scourge of the

way some people
choose to use AI,

Dallarnil SS is
changing the way

we publish
images of
students.

Should you require more
information, please ask one of our

friendly staff members.

Vocabulary Words 
of the Term:

complex
compound
persuasive
convincing

rhetoric
elaborated
contribution
flapdoodle

spasm
dispossession

humiliation
Wiradjuri

Terra nullius

We practise and explicitly teach
vocabulary every single day, which
includes word meanings, exemplar
sentences, lots of discussion and,

probably most importantly, the parts
of speech and etymology (word
history) of each word learned.



We are yet again entering into the
Agrotrend Poster Display in

Bundaberg on the 11  & 12  of
September 2026. 
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Last year we did strawberries but
this year we’re doing PUMPKINS!

Our students and staff are busy
planning and are super keen for our

display!

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK

UPCOMING EVENTS
September:
4 - Friday: PUPIL FREE DAY
8 - Tuesday: Rainbow Free Dress - Project Club
9 - Wednesday: Read to Me Day 2026
11 - Friday: Leadership Day 
18 - Friday: Last Day of Term 3

PICK OF THE CROP - AGROTREND

BOOK WEEK - FAMILIES AND COMMUNITY WELCOME 🙂

August
27 - Book Week Parade - 2:45pm. Tuckshop
28 - School Opinion Surveys Due - please check emails
9 - Saturday: Mingo Bake Sale Dallarnil P&C

Congratulations

Eli

For our Junior
Award Wk 7

Well done! Keep it up!

Congratulations

Adler

For our Senior Award
Wk 7

Well done! Keep it up!

The draft DSS Student Code of Conduct was emailed to parents last week. 
Please provide feedback via email at dstut5@eq.edu.au by September 2nd, 2026 

TERM 4 PARADE SCHEDULE - 
PARENTS WELCOME. 9 - 9:15AM

Thursday - Week 1 - October 8, 2026 
Tuesday - Week 3 - October 20, 2026

Wednesday - Week 5 - November 4, 2026
Friday - Week 7 - November 20, 2026

Thursday - Week 9 - December 3, 2026 



LIBRARY BOOKS
Library borrowing days are now

MONDAYS.
Remember to return your library books

each week.
2 POINTS will be added each week if
library books are returned weekly.

CLASS DOJO

NEW TERM - NEW GOALS - NEW REWARD
STUDENTS START THINKING OF IDEAS FOR

YOUR REWARD THIS TERM.

P&C NEWS
P&C Meeting:

Next P&C meeting: Tues, 8  September 3:15pmth

Please bring all MINGO BAKING in the
morning to the tuckshop on FRIDAY the 28
AUGUST 2026

TH

Further fundraisers to look out for include:

a) Mingo Bake Sale - August 29  - thank you to
families for bringing back your form. We hope the
weekend will be a great success!

th

b) Father’s Day Raffle - drawn 4  September -
raffle tickets sent home 17/08/2026

th

c) The School Disco in October - details TBC

HOMEWORK REMINDERS:
Homework books will be sent home each
Monday.
Completed homework due Monday.
Read for 10 - 20 minutes each day.
Record reading on your Radical Readers
sheets for extra Dojo points!
Year 4 - 6, complete a reading activity
and a page from the Spelling Rules book

PROJECT CLUB
 DATES TO REMEMBER

RAINBOW FREE DRESS - 8  SEPTEMBERTH

Growing and Learning Together
3 Main Street, Dallarnil via Biggenden Q 4621

Phone: (07) 4127 7133     Mobile: 0422 312 480
Email: principal@dallarniss.eq.edu.au
Principal: Mr Darran Stutz-Grimmond

Attachments

For all school payments
(eg: camp, school fees,

project club)

Account Details:
Dallarnil State School

BSB: 064-463
ACT: 101 59 443

PAYMENTS FOR SCHOOL PHONE ISSUES - CONTINUED

Progress has been made and new, hi-tech
MITEL phone systems ought to be in place
soon! Exciting times but this will involve a
new phone number for the school (tba). 

If the school doesn’t answer can you
please call Darran’s mobile - 0422 312 480.

Save the date - Dallarnil 125  Celebrationth

Woowoonga - Bikeathon/Walkathon
Staff Congratulations

For all P&C payments 
(eg: tuckshop, uniforms)

Account Details:
Dallarnil State School P&C 

BSB: 084-544
ACT: 50-862-0016

Tennis - Primary School Cup
Local School Bus
Child Developement Service



Congratulations !

Staff at Dallarnil State School 
recognise and appreciate the efforts of 

Krystal Monahan
Krystal is the “energizer bunny” of Dallarnil SS (not my words). 

As well as getting through a mountain of work behind the scenes, making
teachers and other staff’s lives easier, Krystal has tremendous skill,

patience and temperament with the P - 3 students. Thank you Krystal!!





This week, we got a visit from Mrs Alex Thompson, our local POTC 
Coordinator (and former teacher).

Alex was thrilled at the progress of our herb and vegie garden.

Thanks to Mrs Olga for her leadership of this project. 

We are very proud of all our students and their 
involvement with, and commitment to growing our own produce. 
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